
 

Thinking of

as pets?



If you're a new guinea pig
owner or are thinking of
getting a guinea pig as a
pet, you've come to the

right place! 
Read on for our top tips!



Guinea pigs are social
animals and need
other guinea pigs as
friends. 

Guinea pigs need friends

If you have a lonely guinea pig at home, we offer a bonding service
to help them to find a friend. Ask us for more information!

Paired males who get on as
babies may start to fight when
they reach adolescence. They
may then need to be neutered
and re-introduced, or to be
introduced to other guinea
pigs.

They can become 
 depressed if kept alone,
so you should always
have at least two suitably
paired guinea pigs to
keep each other
company. Groups of
three or more are
sometimes even better.



Tip 2

 Guinea pigs need plenty of space

Guinea pigs are prey animals so they need lots of places to
hide! Each guinea pig should have their own separate hiding
area and there should also be one big enough for all guinea
pigs to rest together comfortably! 

Guinea pigs' enclosure
(indoor or outdoor) should
be at least 1m x 1.5m (with
an additional 2m x 1m
predator-proof run) as a
minimum requirement - but
ideally their housing would
be bigger than this. 

Many people don't use
hutches at all any more but
build their own spacious
guinea pig accommodation
or convert a shed.

Many guinea pigs don’t
understand how to use
ramps so we don’t
recommend multi-level
cages. 

If you do have ramps in your
guinea pig housing, make
sure the ramps have sides so
the guinea pigs can’t topple
and fall off.

  to live and play!

Guinea pigs do not cope well with
extreme temperatures and
should be housed in a quiet area
free from drafts, chills, extreme
heat and sudden temperature
changes . Enclosures should be
lined with newspaper and a
suitable soft, nontoxic, dust-free
and absorbent bedding such as 
 soft grass hay and shredded
paper. 



Guinea pigs need exercise, mental
stimulation and the ability to express
natural guinea pig behaviours, such as:
social interaction with other guinea pigs,
walking, running, exploring, playing,
foraging, chewing, and popcorning (little
jumps for joy!) Being natural prey animals,
they must have plenty of places to run and
hide if they feel scared.

Guinea pigs need to be...

For this they need lots of space
and plenty of enrichment
items such as igloos , carboard
boxes, tunnels, big piles of hay ,
shredded paper, balls made
from untreated willow or dried
grass, small branches from
non-toxic and untreated trees
like apple and small stuffed
toys. Remove any toys that
become unsafe or soiled.

guinea pigs!



Guinea pigs are natural herbivores and would spend their time
foraging and grazing in small herds in the wild. They need to be
fed the types of food they have adapted to eat. 

Guinea pigs need the right diet

Guinea pigs need a daily dietary
source of Vitamin C as they
cannot make their own Vitamin
C. To prevent scurvy, foods such
as leafy green veggies and
capsicums (green, orange, and
red) should be fed to your
guinea pigs daily.

Treats should only be given
sparingly, up to a couple of
times a week. These can be
small amounts of fresh fruit and
vegetables, such as apples and
carrots.  grass & haygrass & hay

vegetablesvegetables    
  & herbs& herbs

  pelletspellets

Guinea pigs’ diet should consist
of 85% good quality feeding hay
and grass such as Readigrass
(not lawn clippings) and
approximately 10% green leafy
veg such as kale, broccoli, herbs
and capsicums.

Guinea pigs also need a small
amount of good quality nuggets
to be fed daily - give these fresh
rather than topping up the bowl
- and constant access to fresh
water.



Guinea pigs’ homes need frequent
cleaning out - they create a lot of
poo! This needs to be spot-cleaned
several times a day, and your
guinea pigs need to be checked
every day to make sure they are
clean and going to the toilet
properly. Older piggies may need
help with compacted faeces.

Guinea pigs need to be kept clean

and eat into the animal’s flesh and can be fatal. If you ever see a
maggot on your piggie you should take them to the vet straight
away.

 

Guinea pigs need grooming

Guinea pigs – especially
long-haired varieties, need
to be groomed frequently
to avoid matting of the fur.
Mats can cause some
really serious problems for
your guinea pigs, but
thankfully a regular groom
can prevent them from
happening.

Lying in dirty conditions should be
avoided. This can lead to flystrike,
where maggots hatch from flies' eggs 



Find a guinea pig-savvy vet

Check out our handy video guide to giving your
guinea pig a regular health-check!

 

While most vets are highly
skilled at treating common pets
like cats and dogs, not all vets
are experts with smaller
animals such as guinea pigs.

It’s therefore necessary to find
a guinea pig-savvy vet to ensure
you always get the correct
treatment for your piggies.

Before getting your guinea pigs,
consider whether you will be
able to afford all the future vet
bills they may need.

https://youtu.be/U_FQtTBi1hY


Guinea pigs can live, on average, for
4-8 years so when you take them on
its important to consider whether
you will be able to commit to them
for their whole lives.

Children can often lose interest in
pets, so it’s also important for
parents to be willing to undertake
the commitment of the guinea pigs’
care in that case.

Guinea pigs are a 4-8 year commitment

Despite their small size, guinea
pigs can be quite expensive to
keep. After the initial outlay for 
 housing and predator-proof run,
there are ongoing costs for hay
and food and veterinary visits
which can add up over the years
to £5,200 or more.

It’s important to make sure you
have not only the time to
commit to your piggies’ needs
but also the financial resources
to be able to care for them
properly.

A guinea pig can cost £5,200 over its life



They may be small, but guinea pigs
have specialised needs and caring for
them requires just as much time,
commitment and love as caring for a
cat or dog. To ensure that all the
guinea pigs’ welfare needs are met,
children will need to be carefully
supervised in their care of them.  

Guinea pigs may not be easy pets

Children will often rapidly
lose interest in pets and
then parents need to
take on the responsibility
for their care, for the rest
of the animals' lives. 

Being prey animals, most guinea pigs will often run and hide to
avoid being picked up - some may never want to be held and
won't be the cuddly pets children expect. Children may not
have the patience to slowly build up a relationship of trust.

When children are handling
small animals they need to be
supervised to make sure the
animals don’t come to any
accidental harm.

Once they’re picked up and on
a lap, some guinea pigs may
relax and allow themselves to
be petted. Some guinea pigs
really love this kind of fuss -
however it's important to
make sure that your guinea pig
is enjoying the experience, and
hasn't just frozen out of fear.

for children

https://www.peta.org/living/animal-companions/pet-hamster-facts/


As with any new species you
are considering bringing into
your family, if you are
considering getting guinea
pigs as pets, it’s vitally
important to research them
very thoroughly first. 

More research needed!

Thousands of guinea pigs go into rescues every year, because
people did not realise what they were taking on when they
bought them or children have lost interest in their pets. Many
more live out their lives with incorrect care and neglect
because owners do not understand the species.

DO YOUR
RESEARCH FIRST

This brochure is
intended to give you
some major points to
consider when thinking
of getting guinea pigs as
pets and our "top tips"
on their care. 

It is not a
comprehensive care
guide and more research
is needed before you go
to buy your guinea pigs.



Adopt, don't shop

If, after researching guinea pigs fully, you are prepared to
make the commitment to giving them their forever home,
please do consider adopting rather than shopping.

You've heard about puppy
mills, but did you know
that small animals in pet
stores are also often mass-
bred for profit with little
or no regard for health or
the genetic makeup of the
lines? They can often
suffer from many health
issues during their lifetime
as a result.

There are thousands of guinea pigs
sitting in rescues all over the UK, all
waiting and hoping to find new
homes and a second chance at a
happy life. We have many lovely
piggies at our rescue centre all
hoping to find loving new homes
and would be happy to help you find
the right guinea pigs for you.

We also offer a bonding service if
you are looking for a new friend for
your lonely piggie at home.

Call us on 01803 812121 or see the
guinea pig pages on our website for
more info.

https://animalsindistress.uk.com/rehoming/rabbits
https://animalsindistress.uk.com/rehoming/guinea-pigs
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Thank you for reading!

Registered Charity No. 1105487


